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In 2004, he opened Wellington Eye Care in an effort to provide  
superior services to local residents who would otherwise travel 
about half an hour or more for an eye appointment. Now, the small 
town of Wellington is becoming a regional leader in total eye care 
and diagnostics. In 2008, the Optometric Imaging Center opened 
at Wellington Eye Care. The Center is a diagnostic hub where 
other area eye care professionals can refer their own patients for  
advanced imaging.

This leading technology helps predict eye diseases and set a path 
toward preventive treatment. These advances in the way eye care 
is delivered help improve vision in people of all ages. This is the 
place to be — for professional, personal, and accurate care that 
really makes a difference.

At Wellington Eye Care & Diabetes Eye Center of Northern  
Colorado, each member of our vision care team is selected by 
Dr. Larry Eklund based upon his or her experience, professional  
demeanor, and dedication to providing personalized care to our  
optometry patients.

Our entire Wellington optometry staff is committed to ensuring the 
comfort and satisfaction of each and every patient. We will do our 
best to accommodate your busy schedule by finding appointment 
times that meet your needs. Our knowledgeable staff at Wellington 
Eye Care & Diabetes Eye Center of Northern Colorado will work 
with you to help you understand your vision insurance coverage 
and provide financial alternatives to ensure you get the best vision 
care possible.

We know that you have a choice when it comes to Wellington  
optometry, so we strive to provide comprehensive eye exams, a 
great selection of glasses, and personalized care.

MEET THE OPTOMETRIST. Dr. Eklund is an optometrist  
in Wellington providing complete eye care services for the  
surrounding communities.

As a licensed optometrist, Dr. Eklund provides exams, diagnoses,  
and treatments of all disorders that affect the eye or vision. In  
addition to training in eye diseases and disorders, Dr. Eklund is 
also trained in anatomy, biochemistry, and physiology. With this 
background, Dr. Eklund is trained to recognize a range of health 
issues; such as glaucoma, macular degeneration, diabetes and 
hypertension. Dr. Eklund works hard to stay current on the latest  
advances in eye health and vision care and regularly attends  
continuing education seminars and advanced training courses. It 
is because of Dr. Eklund ‘s dedication to continuing education that 
our Wellington patients receive the most modern and progressive 
vision care available.

ABOUT US
On a drive from Cheyenne to Denver, Dr. Larry Eklund found his gas 
tank on empty, and pulled off in the small town of Wellington to fill 
up. When he did, he found a town with a great view of the Rockies 
and a comfortable, hometown atmosphere. He drove around a bit, 
and immediately knew this was the place he would soon call home. continued on page 2

Make an appointment today. Your future suddenly became a whole lot clearer! (970) 568-7161



Tuesday, May 7th
NETWORKING & EDUCATIONAL BREAKFAST
7:30 am
Taco Johns - 7910 6th Street | Wellington
Guest Speaker: Chamber Chair, Jon Slutsky and 
Chair-Elect Kristi Cannon
FREE Admission
Topic: “Come hear from your Chamber leadership, Jon 
Slutsky, Chair and Kristi Cannon, Chair-Elect, about how the  
Chamber is representing its members, our programs and 
visions and what you can do to help.”

Sunday, May 5th
CINCO DE MAYO

Thursday, May 9th
BUSINESS AFTER HOURS HOSTED BY: PAPA’S TABLE
5:30 pm to 7:30 pm
3728 Cleveland Avenue | Wellington

Sunday, May 12th
MOTHER’S DAY

Wednesday, May 15th
WOW: WOMEN OF WELLINGTON EVENT
Owl Canyon Coffee: 3745 Cleveland Avenue | Wellington
6 pm - 8 pm
FREE admission for members,  $5/Non-Members at door.
Guest Speaker: Alisa Rindels / Mary Kay Ind. Sales Director / 
55 Years of Enriching Women’s Lives
Topic: “First impressions that give you second chances.” 
Building a professional image to create positive outcomes.

Saturday, May 18th
16TH ANNUAL WELLINGTON MIDDLE SCHOOL 
GOLF TOURNAMENT
Mountain Vista Greens: 2808 N.E. Frontage Rd. | Wellington
Shotgun Start
7 am Registration | 8 am Shotgun Start
$90 per individual player, $340 per 4 member team
$400 / 4 member team and hole sponsorship
For questions contact: Peggy Hunter (970) 488-6600
phunter@psdschools.org

Tuesday, May 21st & June 18th
CHAMBER BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
8:00 am
Wellington Housing Authority | 3914 Roosevelt Avenue

Monday, May 27th
MEMORIAL DAY 
WELLINGTON OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED

Friday, May 31st
RIBBON CUTTING & DEDICATION CEREMONY: 
NEW LOCATION OF THE WELLINGTON 
BOYS & GIRLS CLUB 
3 pm - 5 pm 
Wellington Community Church / Wellington 
Boys & Girls Club - 3815 W Harrison Avenue | Wellington

W E L L I N G T O N  E V E N T S              C o n t i n u e d  F E A T U R E D  B U S I N E S S

Wellington Eye Care & Diabetes Eye Center
Dr. Larry Eklund | 8251 Wellington Blvd #1 | Wellington, CO 80549 | (970) 568-7161 

EYECARE SERVICES
At Wellington Eye Care & Diabetes Eye Center of Northern Colorado, Dr. Larry  
Eklund and our entire Wellington optometry team are committed to providing  
advanced vision care in a professional and comfortable environment. As an  
optometrist in Wellington, our primary eye care service includes a complete eye  
exam that analyzes eye health and vision function. In addition to eye exams and  
vision testing, Dr. Eklund and our team of optometry professionals provide testing 
for glaucoma, cataracts and macular degeneration. Our Wellington optometrist  
also offers glasses, contact lenses, and pre-and post-operative care.

EYE EXAMS
Dr. Eklund and the Wellington Eye Care & Diabetes Eye Center of Northern  
Colorado team take even routine eye exams very seriously. During a yearly  
or bi-yearly examination, our Wellington patients will receive a patient history review,  
a series of vision and eye tests, assessments of eye focusing and movement,  
and an eye health evaluation. Our optometrist will discuss any additional testing  
that may be required to diagnose an eye disease or condition. Call us a today at  
(970) 568-7161 to schedule an appointment.

CONTACT LENSES
Not sure that glasses are for you? Ask our Wellington staff about contact lenses.  
Advances in the field of optometry have produced a variety of different types  
of contact lenses with a range of benefits. Rigid gas-permeable (RGP), daily 
-wear soft, extended-wear, extended-wear disposable, and planned replacement  
are the various types of contact lens options available today. Our Wellington  
optometrist will discuss the various options with you to determine which type  
will best fit your needs and lifestyle. Schedule your examination today by  
calling (970) 568-7161. They are many advantages to consider when determining 
if contact lenses are right for you and our knowledgeable staff is here to answer  
any questions.

LASIK
Laser assisted in situ keratomileusis, commonly referred to as LASIK, is a  
corrective alternative to glasses or contact lenses. Like glasses or contact lenses,  
LASIK is a method for treating refractive conditions including nearsightedness  
(myopia), farsightedness (hyperopia), and astigmatism. At Wellington Eye Care &  
Diabetes Eye Center of Northern Colorado, Dr. Eklund provides pre-and post- 
operative exams for LASIK and other eye procedures. 

Business After Hours Event, Hosted by 
Wellington Eye Care & Diabetes Eye Center
Members learned about the newest technology in eye care, toured the 
facility and met the staff. We were also spoiled with food catered by our 
local Wellington Grill!!

Thursday, April 11th, 2019



C H A M B E R  N E W S                  W E L L I N G T O N  E V E N T S

Saturday, June 1st
RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY: 
REALITIES FOR CHILDREN
8 am - 10 am 
Realities For Children: 308 E County Rd 30 | Fort Collins
Tour the facility and learn about how Realities For Children 
provides for the unmet and the ongoing support needs 
of children in Northern Colorado who have been abused, 
neglected or are at-risk.

Saturday, June 1st
BREWFEST
12 pm - 6 pm 
Taco Johns - 7910 6th Street | Wellington
Guest Speaker: Blaine Howerton and Cynthia Wilson with 
North Forty News
“Hear from North Forty News publisher on an overview of 
marketing your business and how to use video and social 
media to bring in business.”

Tuesday, June 4th
NETWORKING & EDUCATIONAL BREAKFAST
7:30 am
Taco Johns - 7910 6th Street | Wellington
Guest Speaker: Mayor Troy Hamman
“Hear from the Town of Wellington’s Mayor, and find out 
about current news, projects and events.”

Thursday, June 13th
BUSINESS AFTER HOURS
HOSTED BY: CANTINA LIQUOR
5:30 pm to 7:30 pm
Cantina Liquor: 8310 6th Street | Wellington

Wednesday, June 19th
WOW: WOMEN OF WELLINGTON EVENT
Owl Canyon Coffee: 3745 Cleveland Avenue | Wellington
6 pm - 8 pm
FREE admission for members,  $5/Non-Members at door.
Guest Speaker: Tami Parker / UNIcycle Business Consulting
Topic: “Self care for professionals: Just like my Work Life 
presentation, we get real about defining what self care looks 
like for me? Not everyone is into “tea and solitude.” Setting 
boundaries, making good decisions and yes singing at the 
top of my lungs to “the Greatest Showman soundtrack” 
while making dinner is self care to me. Let’s talk about what 
it is to you.”

Tuesday, July 2nd
NO NETWORKING & EDUCATIONAL BREAKFAST
Due to the 4th of July holiday, there will not be a  
meeting on July 2nd. Regular scheduled meetings will 
resume August 6th.

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS:
CONTINENTAL WEST REALTY
LOCKE HOME SOLUTIONS @ SMARTLIST REAL ESTATE
ST. MARYS MINISTRIES
SAGE HOMES, LLC

CHAMBER’S OFFICE HOURS:
MON - THURS (10:00 am to 2:30 pm) | FRI - SUN (Closed)

ONE and DONE
Annual Sponsorship Packet
Do you prefer planning your entire calendar year of 
advertising at once? Or do you enjoy seizing op-
portunities as they come along? One Investment = 
Once A Year = One and Done!

What is the Annual Sponsorship Package?
This package provides the most consistent  
marketing over the course of the year. All annu-
al sponsors are mentioned at both the Chamber 
2 Rounds Disc Golf Tournament and the Annual  
Dinner & Meeting. Prices range from $350 - $1,450. 

Why choose the Annual Sponsorship 
Package? Consistent, comprehensive marketing.  
Representation at both Chamber 2 Rounds 
Disc Golf Tournament and the Annual Dinner &  

Meeting events. Convenient, positive exposure for your business. One 
stop shopping! Decide in as little as one investment what you want your 
marketing year to look like.

Contact the Wellington Area Chamber Of Commerce for additional details 
and the four different levels of sponsorship opportunities. (970) 568-4133.

The Wellington Area Chamber Of Commerce 

encourages you to ask questions and schedule 

a meeting to review how we can help you 

accomplish your marketing goals!

 

4006 Cleveland Avenue

Wellington, CO 80549  | (970) 568-4133

wellingtonareachamber@gmail.com

www.WellingtonColoradoChamber.com

Annual Sponsorship Package

ONE
AND

DONE

Coupon Books Are Here!
Start saving today.
ALWAYS PRESENT YOUR COUPON BOOK 
when requesting the Chamber Discount!!
As one of our newest benefits to our members, 
Chamber businesses were encouraged to take 
advantage of the opportunity to provide discounts 
on products or services to other Chamber members in the 2019  
Member 2 Member Coupon Books. This FREE coupon book offers great  
exposure to your business and savings to our Chamber members.  
Save money on a variety of local services offered by other Chamber  
businesses. 

Coupon Books are available at the Chamber’s office AND at Business  
After Hours events. If you would like your book send to you directly, 
please contact us at (970) 568-4133, stop by Monday-Thursday 10-2:30 
pm OR email us at welllingtonareachamber@gmail.com.

2019 Community Guide & Membership 
Directory COMING SOON!!

The guides are being printed and will be mailed out 
to all the 80549 zip codes and distributed along  
with monthly North Forty News subscriptions.  
Guides will be available at the Chamber’s  
office located on 4006 Cleveland Avenue in  
Wellington and at some of the local businesses. 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday - Thursday 10:00 am - 2:30 pm
Closed Friday - Sunday

W W W . W E L L I N G T O N C O L O R A D O C H A M B E R . N E T
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Daffodils!! Blooms Colorado’s First Harvest of the Season

M E M B E R  H I G H L I G H T S                                              L O O K I N G  B A C K

Welcoming of Rachel Locke with Smartlist Real Estate

Blooms is a Colorado family-owned and operated specialty cut flower grower 
company right here in Northern Colorado. 

Owners, Gaylene and Gretchen want to be your choice for local sustainable  
fresh cut specialty flowers. They offer varieties you just can’t find at the  
grocery store. How? Because they grow them right here in Colorado! Blooms 
does not package and ship them from miles away. The fragrance and unique 
blooms are something you simply will not find in shipped flowers. They are 
grown and harvested right here with love from their family to yours!!

Blooms offer a variety of ways to enjoy their blooms:
• You can find them at farmers markets each blooming season.  

• Sign up for the flower subscription to get a beautiful bouquet with premier 
  blooms every week of the season.

• Purchase flowers by the bucket for your special DIY events. It’s the perfect   
  solution for the DIY-er in all of us.

• Join them for one of their fun-filled and informative classes, where they  
   explore many ways to have fun with blooms. 

Contact Blooms for additional information or regarding DIY flowers. Gaylene 
and Gretchen will be in touch when they are back in from the fields. Reserve 
your flower subscription for the season and check out their class schedules 
online at www.bloomscolorado.com or call (970) 829-1549.

Rachel Locke has lived in Wellington since 2005 and loves the small town 
feel and the convenience of being so close to Fort Collins, DIA, and such 
amazing hiking!! She is extremely committed to maintaining the value of our 
community and our homes. 

Rachel would be happy to keep you up-to-date on the latest market statistics for 
our area and be available to answer any Real Estate questions you might have. 

Even if you’re not in the market to buy or sell, being informed is always smart. 
Fortunately Colorado has statically proven to be a great place to own a 
home. Even though the frenzy of the seller’s market is calming, home values  
continue to rise. Rachel would like to share this link to the latest Market 
Data from the Colorado Realtors Association. For additional information or  
questions, contact Rachel at  (970) 581-6053.

Visit her FaceBook page at LockeHomeSolutions, or view her website at 
www.smartlistrealestate.com. 



SAFEGUARD BUSINESS SYSTEMS BUSINESS PRINTING AND PROMOTIONAL PRODUCTS

M E M B E R  H I G H L I G H T S                                     W W W . G O S A F E G U A R D . C O M

“The do’s and don’ts of responding 
to online reviews.”
90 percent of consumers read online reviews before visiting a  
business, so you can’t afford to ignore what’s being said about your 
company on websites like Yelp, Facebook and Google. Responding to 
online reviews and comments is an important part of managing your 
reputation and persuading potential customers to call or visit you. But 
it isn’t always easy. To make sure your responses strike the right chord 
with online reviewers, follow this list of do’s and don’ts.

DO RESPOND TO REVIEWS
When a review is positive, thank the writer and express your appreciation.  
If the review is negative, politely apologize for the poor experience and 
address the issue. In either case, try to establish a personal connection.  
Call the reviewer by name and reference details from the review to 
show you care.

DON’T BE DEFENSIVE
When faced with a negative review, your first instinct may be to defend 
yourself and your business. But arguing about the details of the review 
isn’t going to resolve anything. You may make yourself feel better by 
snapping back at the reviewer, but you might also lose a customer and 
turn off prospects as well.

DO TAKE A BREATH
Take a few minutes to really think about what the person has said in a 
review — maybe even step away from the computer for a few minutes 
— and then formulate a polite response. You might even want to ask a 
business partner or trusted employee to read over what you’ve written 
before you hit the submit button.

DON’T WAIT TOO LONG TO RESPOND
Because sites like Yelp can immediately affect web and foot traffic, 
it’s important to make answering questions and addressing customer 
concerns a priority. Ideally, you should to set aside a few minutes per 
day to do this. If that’s not possible, try to read and respond to reviews 
at least once a week.

DO ACKNOWLEDGE CRITICISM AND APOLOGIZE
Instead of jumping to defend yourself anytime you receive a less-than- 
stellar review, start by saying something like, “I’m sorry to hear that.” 
After acknowledging the issue and apologizing, you can offer an  
explanation or take responsibility for the slip-up and tell the reviewer 
what you’ll be doing to make it right.

DON’T LOSE YOUR BRAND IDENTITY
The way you communicate with customers should be consistent, 
whether it’s on social media or Google, over the phone, or in person. 
So bring the same voice, level of professionalism and other key brand 
attributes to your response and always stay true to your company’s 
values and identity.

DO OFFER TO RESOLVE THE ISSUE OFFLINE
There may be times when a negative review involves issues that may 
be more easily addressed over the phone. In those instances, ask 
the customer to send you a private message or e-mail you with their 
contact information, so you can discuss the issue in detail and offer a 
more thorough explanation.

HOW DOES YOUR BUSINESS APPEAR ONLINE?
Make sure your business and contact information are correct in online 
directories with our free scan tool.

As your personal Safeguard Consultants, our mission is to help you 
prosper by providing a wide array of solutions to help you better  
market and manage your business.

We’re Different from the Rest: Ask Safeguard customers why we’re 
different, and you’ll probably hear that it’s our local, personal service 
that sets us apart. We’ll take the time to understand your business 
needs and provide you with the product, promotional and marketing 
solutions you need to get and keep customers.

We Provide Complete Solutions: Think of us as your one-stop shop 
for all your business solutions. From checks and business forms 
to promotional products, business apparel, logo design and Web  
services, we can provide you with virtually everything you need to run 
and grow your business.

We Are Committed to Your Growth: My goal is to consistently offer  
strategies to help you acquire and retain customers. That’s why  
Safeguard customers view us as an indispensable partner in their 
business success.

“Contact us today. 
We have some ideas to improve your business!”                                                                                    

                                          DIANE KUCK
                                          Sales and Marketing Consultant
                                          (970) 413-2710 | dkuck@gosafeguard.com

                                          VICKY TARR
                                          Sales and Marketing Consultant
                                          (970) 482-1500 | vtarr@gosafeguard.com
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100 Years in Downtown Wellington, If Only the Walls Could Talk. 

Annie Lindgren, Executive Director
Wellington Colorado Main Streets Program | 4006 Cleveland Avenue | Wellington, CO 80549
(970) 568-4985 | www.townofwellington.com

February 15, 201

There are two downtown business buildings that turn 100 years old 
this summer. The one that houses Wellington Grill, and the one that 
houses Papa’s Table. Both buildings as vibrant as ever, and if only 
those walls could talk….

The building that Wellington Grill keeps busy from 11 am to 10 pm 
every day of the week was originally built to house a Drug Store. Edgar 
Shinn, a pharmacist and drug store owner, purchased the property in 
1919. The lot previously had a one-story wood commercial building on 
it, but Edgar tore this down to replace it with what was then considered a 
modern commercial building, made of brick. The building was complete  
in May of 1919, and the Shinn Drug Store moved from its previous  
location on 2nd Street. This building came around the same time  
electricity came to downtown wellington, and that power was used to 
bring the first soda fountain to downtown. In 1920, Edgar added on to 
the back of the building, a space that would become a medical clinic 
ran by Dr. E. W. Netherton, and with a separate entry that led out to 
2nd Street. Edgar ran the pharmacy in Wellington until 1935 when he 
purchased a share in a pharmacy in Fort Collins, that would become 
the Patterson-Shinn Drug store, and lead to Edgar moving his family 
and business to Fort Collins.  

The building was then sold to Robert Anderson, a pharmacist, who 
ran it as Anderson Drug Store, with the back portion serving as an 
apartment. In the 40’s Robert obtained a liquor license and sold  
alcohol. Liquor sales was prohibited in Fort Collins until the late 1960’s, 
and Wellington was a popular place for folks to drink and stock up on 
booze. In May of 1941 Robert was charged for having slot machines 
and punch boards in the store, breaking gambling laws. In 1947 the 
property was sold to Harry Young, who expanded the living quarters in 
the back portion of the building, westward to include another room and 
bathroom. He also added the other pressed clay block buildings on the 
property and acquired 2 more lots to the property. Harry converted the 
drug store in to a liquor store he called Young’s Liquor, which operated 
in to the 60’s. It remained a liquor store with a different owner in to the 
70’s. Since then the building went through a variety of uses, including  
a recreation center, a Malt Shoppe, barbershop, and in 1984 was  
remodeled for use as a church. It has been used as a restaurant the 
last few decades. Jon and Donita Comes purchased the business in 
2012, changing the name to Wellington Grill. They celebrated the 7 
year anniversary of their business on April 21st. The outdoor area is 
alive with seating and music during the warmer months of the year.

The building that houses Papa’s Table, a family run Italian at night, 
Asian for lunch, and breakfast on Sunday restaurant, started out as a 
bank. In 1919 the First National Bank of Wellington, which had been 
in the building now housed by North Poudre Irrigation, built a new 
bank and opened for business on October 23rd. The bank prospered 
with the growth of the agricultural community, and with an oil boom in  
Wellington in the mid to late 1920’s. The prosperity ended in the 30’s 
with the Great Depression, and the bank closed and left the building 
vacant for several years. In 1943 Marg Wallen turned the bank into the 
Wallen Grocery and Market. You can see the ghost sign for the grocery  
store on the top of the east side of the building. It was a grocery 
store until 1971, and then became a motorcycle shop, a feed store, 
dance studio, nail salon, and then a flower shop. In 1996, under the  
ownership of Linda Wilson, it was converted in to a flower and gift shop 
called Oopsie Daisy Floral and Gifts, and then the bakery area was 
added in 1998. It was the Flower Mill, owned by the Ackerman family, 
when it was added to the National Register of Historic Places in 2000, 
the only downtown building currently on the registry. Wendell and Sally  
Nelson purchased the building in 2003. Sally, who had previously 
been selling flowers and antiques from the Nelson’s farm just south of 
town, and daughter Susan, opened the Chocolate Rose, a flower shop,  
bakery, and gift shop. Wendell ran the farm where the flowers and 
some of the produce for the shop came from, and eventually joined 
Sally in running the bakery. The Nelson’s added the garden area on 
the east side of the building, and were the ones to discover the septic  
system had been set up to drain in to an old well, rather than the town 
septic system like the tenants had been paying the fee for since the 
1919. The building was then purchased by Tom and Rose Casabo-
na in 2016, and converted in to a full restaurant. The Casabona’s are  
celebrating the 100-year anniversary of the building on June 2nd at 
6 pm with an RSVP only meal, including shrimp, lobster, and filet  
mignon, that is sure to have the seats filled. 

The above historical information was obtained from the historical  
surveys completed in 2018 and in 2000 on these two buildings. For 
more information regarding the history of these buildings please email 
info@wellingtonmainstreet.org. 

Photo Credit: Brian Graves
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Better Business Bureau
Content found at www.whybbb.org
8020 South County Road 5 #100
Fort Collins, CO 80528
www.bbb.org

N E W S  &  U P D A T E S         L A R I M E R  S M A L L  B U S I N E S S  D E V E L O P M E N T  C E N T E R    

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS:
Wednesday, March 6th
ESSENTIAL STEPS TO STARTING YOUR BUSINESS ($20)
9:00 am to 11:00 am
Larimer SBDC - Rocky Mountain Innosphere
320 E Vine Dr. Suite 303 | Fort Collins, CO 80524 

Taking the first step to starting your business can be 
difficult! There are many questions that must be answered 
as a business owner when opening a new business and you 
want to be sure you are following ALL rules and regulations. 
This workshop will be a realistic starting point for all 
budding entrepreneurs. The two-hour workshop will be 
PACKED and FAST PACED.

Tuesday, March 12th
SMALL BUSINESS AFTER HOURS: THE POWER OF 
EXCEPTIONAL CUSTOMER SERVICE (FREE EVENT)
4:00 pm to 6:00 pm

Larimer SBDC - Rocky Mountain Innosphere
320 E Vine Dr. Suite 303 | Fort Collins, CO 80524 
Statistics show that more than 50% of consumers will return 
to a business after having a positive customer service 
experience and more than 50% will also recommend you 
to others. Our customer service panel of experts are here 
to help you re-examine your current customer service 
practices.

Wednesday, March 13th
SORTING THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA - 
BASICS AND STRATEGY ($40)
9:00 am to 12:00 pm
Larimer SBDC - Rocky Mountain Innosphere
320 E Vine Dr. Suite 303 | Fort Collins, CO 80524 

Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest, Instagram, YouTube, 
e-newsletters, blogs... It can all be overwhelming! Social 
media is a constantly evolving form of marketing, but poses 
great opportunities to build a loyal fan base for your 
business. How do you harness the power of social media to 
enhance your business?

Tuesday, March 26th
CLASSIFYING WORKERS: 1099 CONTRACTOR OR 
W-2 EMPLOYEE ($30)
3:00 pm to 5:00 pm
Larimer SBDC - Rocky Mountain Innosphere
320 E Vine Dr. Suite 303 | Fort Collins, CO 80524 

Attorney Brian Boyes and Certified HR Professional, Tina 
Todd will review the essential facts to help you hire and 
classify your workers correctly, review current laws that 
may impact your business, and give you real scenarios from 
relevant court cases to consider to save you money in the 
long run.

Why BBB Accreditation?

About BBB: For more than 100 years, the Better Business Bureau has been  
helping people find businesses, brands and charities they can trust. In 2017, people  
turned to BBB more than 160 million times for BBB Business Profiles on more 
than 5.2 million businesses and Charity Reports on 11,000 charities, all available 
for free at bbb.org. There are local, independent BBBs across the United States,  
Canada and Mexico, including BBB Serving Northern Colorado and Wyoming, 
which was founded in 1983 and serves 38 counties

Consumers Trust You
The BBB brand has stood for trust in the marketplace for 100 years. More than 
90% of consumers recognize the BBB logo and what it stands for. When they see 
it attached to your brand, they know you are a business they can trust. A company 
of any size that carries the internationally recognized BBB Mark of Accreditation 
inherits the added advantage of over 100 years of trusted goodwill in all forms of 
commerce.

Competitive Edge
Businesses who choose to run great, trustworthy operations, meet the requirements  
of BBB Accreditation. That’s one reason BBB Accreditation carries so much weight 
with consumers. It gives your business the advantage you need to win a contract 
or job, or attract consumers to your products.

Industry Leaders
Being accredited puts you in an elite group of businesses that have proven to be 
the best in their industry. It shows other businesses that you are trustworthy and 
live up to a higher standard of business practice, and gives you opportunities to 
learn and interact with other great businesses.

Stand Out, Be Known
The BBB also offers many tools to increase your exposure online. Every BBB  
Accredited Business is listed in the Business Directory and identified with the  
Accredited Business Seal. These listings include a link to your company’s website, 
a map to your location, business images, videos, and all contact information for 
your business.

Build A Better Business
The BBB offers workshops, webinars, training, monthly newsletters, and other  
resources to help businesses excel and be the type of business consumers are 
after.

Local Reps National Reach
The BBB offers many opportunities and events to connect with other BBB Accredited  
Businesses in and outside your industry.



Wellington’s Newest Addition: Meridian Trust Federal Credit Union
C O M M U N I T Y  H I G H L I G H T S                                       L O O K I N G  B A C K

Community Easter Egg Hunt
Thank you for all your generous donations!!
Hundreds of children and families gathered at the Harvest Farm on Saturday,  
April 20th for Wellington’s Annual Community Easter Egg Events. Prize  
donations and separate booths with drawings were provided by local  
businesses and dedicated volunteers from the Towns CAC Committee,  
Harvest Farm and the Wellington Area Chamber of Commerce worked  
with the Town’s CAC committee to organize and provide another great  
Easter Egg Hunt with tons, and tons, and tons of Easter Eggs for all the  
children to enjoy!!

If you would like to take part of the planning for community events we would 
appreciate your time and you would be more than welcomed!! Contact the 
Town of Wellington CAC at (970) 568-3381 or visit www.townofwellington.com  
today.

The plan is for the credit union to keep two of the lots and sell the rest  
to select developers. “We have developed a commercial owners  
association to define what type of businesses can be established [on  
the lots],” Withers said. The aim is for mainly professional or technical  
businesses. “No fast food, car lots, or steel buildings.” Withers said that  
she expects to break ground for the Colorado office later this year, 
and to have the new branch up and running by early 2019. This will be  
Meridian’s ninth location. It already has seven offices in Wyoming and one 
in Nebraska.

To read the article by MJ Clark, visit www.wyomingbusinessreport.com. 

Meridian Trust had assets of $373.4 million and more than 27,000 members  
as of December 2017. Welcome to Wellington Meridian Trust FCU! We  
are excited to have you join our growing business community.

                                                                  (Photo courtesy of Brian Graves)

The community welcomed it’s newest addition on April 9th, 2019 during their  
ground breaking ceremony. Representatives from the Town of Wellington,  
Wellington Area Chamber Of Commerce, Wellington Colorado Main Streets 
Program and Meridian Trust Federal Credit Union gathered at the future site 
for their Wellington branch located on Cleveland Avenue and Wellington 
Blvd. near the Wellington Pointe subdivision entrance.

The Wyoming Business Report from April 3, 2018 written by MJ Clark reports: 
Wyoming’s second-largest credit union, according to Wyoming Business  
Report research, Meridian Trust Federal Credit Union, is making plans to 
open its first branch in Colorado sometime in 2019.

“Our Amazing Volunteers” - Sat, April 20th, 2019
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