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There are an estimated 582 million entrepreneurs (about 775,000 of them in the US) 
already working for themselves. And that number is growing. According to Guidant 
Financial, 27% of people polled in 2020 wanted to start their own entrepreneurial 
enterprises because they were disenchanted/dissatisfied with corporate America. 
And a lot of people are rethinking their current jobs because of COVID.

Whatever your reasoning, you may be hesitating because going out on your own 
means leaving your comfort zone and the things you’ve become accustomed to. If 
you’re looking to become your own boss, here are some things you need to know. 

Are You Ready to Become Part of the Gig Economy? There are many ways to 
go out on your own/start your own business. This article will not give you the steps 
necessary to make your business operation legal in your area. We’re here purely to 
point out the reality of working for yourself. It’s not easy, but highly rewarding. 

You Need to Want This Life. Business ownership or going out on your own means 
you are in command (at least initially) of everything. You will have to motivate yourself 
to do sales, marketing, tech, and every other aspect of your business until you can 
bring others on. There’s no one to check in with (other than possibly investors) and 
no one who will tell you next steps or give you assignments. You are in command, 
so you better be sure you want to be in the driver’s seat. That type of leadership is 
not for everyone.

You Will Question Your Motivation. To do your own thing, you need to be 
self-motivated but even the most self-motivated person will occasionally wonder if 
that’s enough. Just as a world-class athlete pushes through the pain in training, you will 
need to push through the self-doubt that will creep up. And it will.

Unless You Have Entrepreneur Friends, Your Friends Won’t Understand. 
Starting your own business is a 24/7 job, at least in the beginning. Most of your 
friends and family won’t understand unless they are entrepreneurs or independents  
themselves. They may make jokes about you being unemployed or having time to go 
to the pool in the middle of the day. Your friends and family may ask you to run their 
errands or have lunch. It’s likely they won’t see your efforts as the hard work that it 
is. They may even send you job listings so you can return to working for someone 
else. You will be tempted to give in because these are the people closest to you. 
Keep going.

Conquer the Excuses. Why haven’t you gone out on your own yet? What are your 
excuses? You don’t have time to dedicate to starting your own venture? You need 
the steady money from your employer? Whatever your excuse, you must want an 
entrepreneurial life more than you allow your excuse to rule you. We all have the 
same 24 hours a day. That is not an excuse. The internet is full of motivational stories 
about waking up at 5 so the entrepreneur could work before the family woke up. 
As the saying goes, “If you want it, you’ll find a way. Otherwise, you’ll find an excuse.”

Seek Like-minded People. As mentioned, it’s likely your friends and family won’t 
understand. You need a supportive group that understands the pressures of business 
ownership and the demands involved with just starting out. Joining the chamber is a 
great way to get the support you need to be successful. They may also have educa-
tional opportunities that are free to members. Ask your chamber about entrepreneur 
or single employer memberships. They may have a discounted rate.

You will want to give up, possibly several times a day. But you will never find a more 
rewarding experience than working for yourself…if you can overcome your own 
hesitancies.
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written by bots. She helps chamber and small 
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Do You Have What It Takes to Become an Entrepreneur? Do you have dreams about owning your own 
business or becoming part of the gig economy? Making your own hours? Working from wherever you want? Then you’re not alone.
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Ace Construction, Inc.
Jacob grew up in Pennsylvania working in his family’s sawmill and logging business 
since the young age of 8.  In his teen years, he moved to the western slopes of 
Colorado and worked for the family building log homes.  During this time, he gained 
a lot of experience in every aspect of the building process, from the foundation to 
the last finishing touch.  In 2012 he moved to the front range and worked production 
framing before officially starting Ace Construction, Inc. in 2014.  With his extensive 
knowledge and experience, along with his importance of customer service and 
quality, Ace Construction has successfully grown each year.  Jacob is a husband, 
father of two, and avid hunter.  He enjoys spending his free time with his family and 
being outdoors.

Fully licensed and insured general construction company, serving Wellington, Fort 
Collins, Loveland, Windsor, Timnath and the rest of northern Colorado.

Ace Construction, Inc.
3814 Peach Street  //  Wellington
(970) 305-7086  
www.aceconstructioncolorado.com  
aceconstructioninc@outlook.com
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Thank You for joining us during these past Chamber events!
Business After Hours - 
Frontier Insurance, LLC and 
Business Card Factory of Colorado
Thank you Frontier Insurance Travis Stevens and Business Card 
Factory of Colorado Bert McCaffrey for hosting Business After Hours 
this month. Both Businesses have been Chamber members for over 
15 years. This year Frontier Insurance is celebrating 21 years in the 
Insurance  business  and Business Card Factory is Celebrating 16 
years in the printing business. Congratulations to both Businesses! 
Thank you to everyone that attended our first in-person event in over 
a year!  Watch for our next Business After Hours in July at Sun Kissed 
Tans!

Membership Orientation
Thank you to all our new members that showed up at our Member 
Orientation! Thank you Cinnamon Decadence for the delicious 
cinnamon rolls! New members pictured Kelly Schramm from NoCo 
HBA, Nancy Harrison, Cinnamon Decadence, Randi Grady, Tree 
Top Inc. Plant Health Management, and Mario Quinonez, 5 Star 
TV install. The morning was spent meeting board members and 
committee chairs. Membership enjoyed a short video on Chamber’s 
accomplishments in the last year.  

NOCO Daytripping in Wellington
Thank you NOCO Style Magazine for this great article and video of 
our town! NOCO Style Magazine ventured to Wellington a few days 
after our massive snow storm in March for the Day Tripping article 
in Aprils Issue of NOCO Style. Thank you to all the businesses that 
graciously invited them into their business during our snowy week 
in March. Check out the businesses featured: The Cakery, Proper 
Time Jewelry and Watches, Sparge Brewing, Soul Squared 
Brewing Company, Knaack of it Automotive - The Auto Repair 
of Wellington, Wellington Grill, Papas Table, Polished Spa 
Wellington, and Thistle.

WOW in June
Thank you to Lisa Christopherson and her staff  at Polished Spa for 
hosting the first in- person WOW (Women of Wellington) event of 
2021! The evening was spent enjoying appetizers, drinks and speed 
networking on Polished Spa’s new outdoor patio. Make sure and 
give Polished Spa a call for your next pampering day!  Polished Spa 
is a full service nail salon, providing manicures, pedicures, artificial 
enhancements, gel polis and waxing using top of the line products. 

Watch for our next WOW in July at Knaack of it Automotive.



Morning Brew Recap: Why do I do what I do...

As a young adult, I always gravitated toward fighting for justice. My 
high school research paper was on Apartheid in South Africa. I was 
grateful when it was abolished in the early 1990s! Fast forward to 
2005, I attended a leadership conference where I heard that the slave 
trade was active and larger than it had ever been! Human Trafficking 
is now in the top three crime industries in the world! I was horrified 
and immediately knew I needed to do something. But what? At another 
conference I heard that there are survivors making products and I knew 
right away this was the way I should get involved. I know how to shop! 

For several years I worked with a nonprofit utilizing volunteers to 
build a supply chain to bring in and sell products made by survivors of 
human trafficking in India, Spain and Nepal. A few years ago I created 
Beauty Renewed along with my business partner, Tami Nelson, in order 
to support this nonprofit and others like it by buying these products 
and working to sell them in viable, long term markets as opposed to 
periodically at events. Beauty REnewed (bRE) provides increased 
opportunity to marginalized communities and creates a sustainable 
brand. More information can be found at iambeautyrenewed.com. In 
2020 many of our overseas markets and supply chains were affected 
by the pandemic and while this was challenging and sad it also provided 
time and opportunity to begin working with local survivors in Northern 
Colorado. Through bi-weekly and monthly workshops we train and 
equip survivors to put together products that help us to build our brand.  

This model creates opportunity for the women and develops their skills 
which develops hope in their lives. 

Furthering my journey, in 2018 a small business fell in my lap in 
Wellington Colorado. I incorporated Polished Spa, LLC. Since then I 
have been able to provide opportunities for young women interested 
in pursuing cosmetologist careers. One of those girls is my daughter.  
After escaping a domestic violence situation she needed a job and I 
was thrilled to be able to accommodate. Furthermore, Polished Spa 
has also served as an additional front for selling bRE products.

So, at 8136 2nd street in Wellington Colorado, a small historic old saddle 
shop hosts two businesses that provide opportunity to women in need! 
Both businesses have a heart to include you in our journey.  Beginning 
in August Polished will host beauty REnewed’s mobile boutique and we 
will be at the farmer’s market in Wellington then too. Come out and see 
us, get a service from the spa, enjoy a few moments on our patio, and 
SHOP! You’ll love what you see. 
See you soon, 

Lisa Christopherson
Owner of Polished Spa and beauty REnewed 

Lisa Christopherson, 
Entrepreneur, Owner of Polished Nail Spa and Leader of a Non-Profit 

Polished Nail Spa
8136 South 2nd Street // Wellington
(970) 568-3008
polishedwellington.com
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Well-O-Rama Music Festival and Games Returns 
to Downtown Wellington!

Kallie Cooper, Executive Director
Wellington Colorado Main Streets Program  
3749 Harrison Avenue // PO Box 1021 // Wellington, CO 80549
(970) 568-4985
WellingtonMainstreet.org

The historic event that introduced a whole new generation to slipper-
kicking is making its post-COVID return! The Well-O-Rama Music 
Festival and Games will be held in Centennial Park on Saturday, August 
7th from 3:00-7:00 pm. 

The event will host three powerhouse bands that are no strangers to the 
Wellington community. Hometown regular, Mountain Duo, rhythm and 
blues group with a bit of soul, Titonic, and the alt-country favorite, Matt 
Skinner Band. The event will also challenge this year’s four-member 
teams with all new games!  All games are family-friendly and teams that 
register to participate will receive complimentary tickets to the event. 

Tickets go on sale June 1st for this can’t-miss summer event. Tickets 
are $10 and kids 5 and under are FREE! All proceeds from the event 
go to support the Wellington CO Main Street Program, a 501(c)
(3) organization dedicated to promoting and revitalizing downtown 
Wellington. 

To register your Well-O-Rama Team and to purchase tickets to this 
year’s event, visit wellingtonmainstreet.org/well-o-rama or follow @
WellingtonMainStreet on Facebook for more event details!

The Well-O-Rama Music Festival is generously supported by local 
business sponsors.  Thank you to our Headliner Sponsors: TDS and 
Bohemian Foundation, Band Sponsors: Banner Health, Tabby Road 
Animal Hospital and Tanner Brown State Farm, Agent Sponsors: Law 
Office of Joshua F Westmoreland, Meridian Trust Federal Credit Union, 
Mishawaka Foundation, Next Energy Solar, and Vessey Funeral Home, 
and our Crew Sponsors: Align Medical Center, Turnberry Assisted 
Living, ACE Entertainment, and Poudre Valley REA.

Food and drinks will be available for purchase at the event from Matador 
Food Truck, Lavish Dogs, The Cakery, Cantina Liquor, Soul Squared 
Brewing Company, Sparge Brewing and Old Colorado Brewing!

Sign up online at wellingtonmainstreet.org for the “News on the 
Street” e-newsletter and stay connected to all the events happening in 
downtown Wellington! 

music festival & games

AUG
07 pm

3-7

MTn DUO
TITONICMATT SKINNER BAND

TICKETS
$10 register

teams
online!

BUY YOUR TICKETS ONLINE NOW USING THIS QR CODE



Mystery Photo:
If you can identify where this photo was taken, contact us at 
wellingtonareachamber@gmail.com. Leave your name, town and 
phone number and where the photo was taken. Correct entries will 
be put into a drawing for a $25 gift card from the Wellington Grill. 

2021 Best of NOCO Nominees! 
Voting Ballot is open July 1st  - September 30th 
On behalf of the Wellington Area Chamber, we would like to congratulate 
the following Wellington Businesses that are finalists for the 2021 NoCo 
Best Award! Please make sure to vote for your favorites starting July 1st! 

Storage Facility - Wellington Toy Storage
Marketing Agency & Wedding Invitations/Stationary - Kacy Graphics

Law - Council Law Office

Antique Shop - The Colonial Shop 

More than 100 employees - Good Day Pharmacy

Banks - Points West Community Bank in Wellington

Solar Companies - Next Energy Solar

Cakes / Cupcakes – The Cakery

Food Truck – Leave It To Cleaver

Italian Dining – Papa’s Table

Margarita – Sol De Jalisco

Outdoor Patio – Soul Squared Brewing Company 

Barbershop – Trim Salon and Boutique

Laser Hair Removal – Artista Salon & Spa

Nail Salon – Polished Spa Wellington

Custom Home Builder / Home Remodeling – Blue Pine Construction Inc.

Outdoor Event – Wellington Brewfest

Gift Store – Thistle

Marketing Agency – M Rock Creative

School Teacher – Kristin Broadbelt - Eyestone Elementary School 

General Auto Repair – Knaack of it Automotive  - The Auto Repair of Wellington

Alternative Wellness - Mindful Holistics

Services - Vessey Funeral Service

Pizza - Pizza Palace

Show your support and go to the NOCO Style link and vote! nocostyle.com/2021-best-of-survey



UPCOMING WORKSHOPS:
Tuesday, July 13th
ESSENTIAL STEPS TO STARTING YOUR BUSINESS
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm  /  $20

Two-hour workshop will be PACKED and FAST PACED. We 
will investigate many questions and cover best practices for 
topics, such as:

- What are the organizational and licensing requirements?
- What resources should I explore?
- Who should I market to and who is my competition?
- Do I have the right amount of capital to start this business?

Thursday, July15th
MAKE IT OFFICIAL - SELKEN & MATONIS
9:00 am - 11:00 am  /  $30

Thinking about forming an LLC? Planning to create a 
corporation? Not sure how to register your business with the 
Secretary of State or Internal Revenue Service? Wondering 
what an EIN is and what it means to your business?

This two-hour workshop facilitated by a business attorney and 
an accountant as they examine the pros and cons of entity 
types, explain how to register your business including with 
the necessary forms and processes, and discuss other tips on 
how to avoid pitfalls before you start your new venture.

Tuesday, August 3rd
3 WAYS FINANCIAL INFORMATION CAN MAKE YOUR 
BUSINESS THRIVE
8:30 am - 12:00 pm  / $40

Intended for small business owners and their bookkeepers 
who want to gain new or additional insights into their 
business financial performance.

Friday, September 10th
COMPONENTS OF SOULFUL SALES CONVERSATION
2:30 pm - 4:00 pm  / $30

You will learn about: 
- What the components of sales conversations are
- Why the order matters
- How to set yourself up for success and naturally integrate 
   this structure into your conversations

To Register Or Learn More, Visit 
www.LarimerSBDC.org
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Improve Your Local SEO – 
a 6-Step Blueprint to Boost Your Local 
Search Rankings

4616 S. Shields St. | Ft Collins, CO 80526

(970) 204-8600

TUESDAY, JULY 27th 
(8:30 AM - 10:30 AM) $30
Search Engine Optimization (SEO) is a topic many small business owners know 

about but few truly utilize. But here’s the thing – showing up on page one of 
Google can be the difference between your business booming or just getting by.
And when it comes to getting your business to rank locally, utilizing Local SEO 
is a powerful strategy if done right. Fortunately, there are some basic (and pretty 
painless) steps you can take that will help your business rank locally.

This workshop will cover local search – what it is and how it 
will help your business. We’ll also go through six key steps to 
help your business win at local SEO:

l How to create (and optimize) your Google My Business (GMB) listing.
l How to build citations (and get listed on local directories).
l How to manage your reputation and grow online reviews with a review funnel.
l How to write location-based content to help your website rank well.
l How to implement on-page local SEO basics.
l What local link building is and why you need it to compete locally.

Craig McBreen is the owner of McBreen 
Marketing, an integrated marketing firm that 
specializes in helping small businesses develop 
distinct, cohesive, and systematized marketing 
that brings results. His mission is to help start-
ups and small business owners craft an online 
presence that builds authority, increases brand 
awareness, and is built for long-term success. 
And he has over 20 years of experience leading 
teams of creative professionals. Craig is also a 
certified Duct Tape Marketing Consultant.



to our NEWEST Chamber Members!


